
Upper Arlington Board of Education Central Office, 1950 North Mallway Drive
May 28, 2021 at 7:30a.m. Special Board Meeting
 Exhibit V‐2 June 8, 2021


CALL TO ORDER

Members present:


Administrative officials present:
 

Ms. Nancy Drees, Ms. Lori Trent, Ms. Carol Mohr, Ms. Jenny McKenna and Mr. Scott McKenzie



Dr. Paul W. Imhoff, Superintendent; Mr. Andrew Geistfeld, Treasurer; Dr. Kathleen Jenney, Associate Superintendent; Ms. Karen Truett, Director of Communications


ROLL CALL


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Ms. Drees moved, Ms. McKenna seconded to approve the agenda as amended	21‐59 AYES:	Ms. Drees, Ms. McKenna, Ms. Mohr, Ms. Trent and Mr. McKenzie
NAYS:	None


RESOLUTION FACIAL COVERINGS
Ms. Drees introduced the following resolution:

WHEREAS, the Board of Education has continued to consider state and local guidance as well as the advice of medical professionals as it evaluates the most appropriate learning model and COVID‐19 mitigation strategies for students, staff, and the school district community;

WHEREAS, the last two (2) weeks of data for the population residing within the Upper Arlington City Schools attendance area shows an encouraging decrease in COVID‐19 community spread, with just 31 cases per 100,000;

WHEREAS, on May 17, 2021, the Ohio Department of Health issued a Second Amended Order for Social Distancing, Facial Coverings, and Non‐Congregating rescinding prior health orders effective at 12:01 a.m. EDT on June 2, 2021, including the Ohio Department of Health Order Requiring the Use of Facial Coverings in Educational Settings issued on August 13, 2020;

WHEREAS, Franklin County Public Health has issued guidance affirming that it will follow the May 17, 2021 Ohio Department of Health Order;

WHEREAS, the Board continues to believe that facial coverings offer protections to individuals, that families, students, and staff should assess the benefit of wearing facial coverings, and that thevoluntary wearing of facial coverings in the school setting remains recommended as it is determined appropriate by individual families, students, and staff;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Upper Arlington City School District Board of Education will no longer require facial coverings beginning June 2, 2021, effective at 12:01a.m. in accordance with the May 17, 2021 Ohio Department of Health Second Amended Order forSocial Distancing, Facial Coverings, and Non‐Congregating.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Board Policy 8450.01 – Face Coverings, adopted August 11, 2020 on an interim and temporary basis consistent with then‐existing legal requirements and recommendations, is hereby suspended indefinitely pending any further Board action.
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May 28, 2021 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the use of facial coverings shall continue to be recommended and optional on a voluntary basis and that no person shall be subject to discipline, harassment, or other mistreatment for choosing to voluntarily wear a facial covering.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board will continue to monitor COVID‐19 data in the community and consider state and local guidance as well as the advice of medical professionals as it evaluates COVID‐19 mitigation strategies moving forward and into the 2021‐2022 school year.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board directs the Superintendent to implement the actions set forth in this Resolution and to update the community regarding the same.



Ms. Drees moved, Ms. McKenna seconded to approve the resolution

Discussion:

Dr. Imhoff shared the following information:

	The Medical Advisory Team (MAT) discussed facial coverings for summer programs during its May 18th meeting.
	The MAT did not make a recommendation.
	 MAT members did say to continue consulting CDC and public health guidelines for K‐12 schools and to maximize social distancing when possible.
	The MAT also suggesting reminding families that if there is a positive case and masks are not worn then the modified quarantine will not be an option for unvaccinated students.
	The MAT identified the district’s low case rate as a promising sign. 	In April 2021 there were 31 positive cases.
	In May 2021 there were 3 positive cases. 	There are currently, no active cases.
	The last case by grade level: Elementary – April 28th, Middle School – May 19th and High School – April 30th.

Ms. Drees shared she thought this was a great option, as it will allow families to choose what is best for them. Ms. Drees also shared the MAT is hopeful a vaccine will be approved for elementary students this summer.

Dr. Imhoff also confirmed this resolution will be in effect until the board acts again. The expectation is students will be all this fall and the district is working on an on‐line option for families that choose not to be all‐in.

Ms. Trent moved and Ms. Mohr seconded to make the following amendment in the 8th paragraph of the resolution:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the use of facial coverings shall continue to be recommended and optional on a voluntary basis and that no person shall be subject to discipline, harassment, or other mistreatment for choosing to voluntarily wear or not wear a facial covering.


AYES:	Ms. Trent, Ms. Mohr, Ms. McKenna, Ms. Drees, and Mr. McKenzie	21‐60

NAYS:	None
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May 28, 2021 The board then voted on the amended resolution:

WHEREAS, the Board of Education has continued to consider state and local guidance as well as the advice of medical professionals as it evaluates the most appropriate learning model and COVID‐19 mitigation strategies for students, staff, and the school district community;

WHEREAS, the last two (2) weeks of data for the population residing within the Upper Arlington City Schools attendance area shows an encouraging decrease in COVID‐19 community spread, with just 31 cases per 100,000;

WHEREAS, on May 17, 2021, the Ohio Department of Health issued a Second Amended Order for Social Distancing, Facial Coverings, and Non‐Congregating rescinding prior health orders effective at 12:01 a.m. EDT on June 2, 2021, including the Ohio Department of Health Order Requiring the Use of Facial Coverings in Educational Settings issued on August 13, 2020;

WHEREAS, Franklin County Public Health has issued guidance affirming that it will follow the May 17, 2021 Ohio Department of Health Order;

WHEREAS, the Board continues to believe that facial coverings offer protections to individuals, that families, students, and staff should assess the benefit of wearing facial coverings, and that thevoluntary wearing of facial coverings in the school setting remains recommended as it is determined appropriate by individual families, students, and staff;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Upper Arlington City School District Board of Education will no longer require facial coverings beginning June 2, 2021, effective at 12:01a.m. in accordance with the May 17, 2021 Ohio Department of Health Second Amended Order forSocial Distancing, Facial Coverings, and Non‐Congregating.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Board Policy 8450.01 – Face Coverings, adopted August 11, 2020 on an interim and temporary basis consistent with then‐existing legal requirements and recommendations, is hereby suspended indefinitely pending any further Board action.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the use of facial coverings shall continue to be recommended and optional on a voluntary basis and that no person shall be subject to discipline, harassment, or other mistreatment for choosing to voluntarily wear or not wear a facial covering.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board will continue to monitor COVID‐19 data in the community and consider state and local guidance as well as the advice of medical professionals as it evaluates COVID‐19 mitigation strategies moving forward and into the 2021‐2022 school year.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, thattheBoarddirects theSuperintendent to implement the actions set forth in this Resolution and to update the community regarding the same.


AYES:	Ms. Trent, Ms. Mohr, Ms. McKenna, Ms. Drees, and Mr. McKenzie	21‐61 NAYS:	None


ADJOURNMENT


At 7:45am Ms. Mohr moved, Ms. Trent seconded to adjourn	21‐62

AYES: NAYS:




Treasurer
 Ms. Trent, Ms. Mohr, Ms. McKenna, Ms. Drees, and Mr. McKenzie None




Board President
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