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MAY 2016 
 

District leaders asked the members of each school’s building team to take a brief 
online survey in which they selected their preferred option for that school building. 

Nineteen members of the Barrington Elementary School building team responded. All 
results and comments are included in the compiled totals and feedback.  

 
 

 
 
BARRINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL COMMENTS 
 

• There's not enough playground area; it still looks as if the JMS BBall field 
dominates.-There's an understanding w/the Guilford Rd neighbors that the new 
parking would actually remain a green space.-Where is the Habitat Garden (a 
nationally recognized learning resource).-There does not appear to be any 
planning to physically separate the new Barrington playgrounds from the street-
important to sense of safety. 

 
• My top option is the Rebuild option but my second choice would be the Renovate 

Option A from before. I do not like the thought of keeping the extra portion of the 
old building. I understand the historic pull the original part facing Barrington Road 
has, but I do not see the need to keep the portion facing Andover Road. If we 
could go back to the Renovate Option A, I would also be on board with that. I 
also think it is critical to include an extra performance space no matter which 
option is picked that can be used without interfering with gym classes. 

 
• I think it will be difficult to get the community behind rebuilding Barrington. 

Although when I look at the financials, that makes the most sense. I am torn 
between honoring where we came from and providing our children with the best 
facilities in the most fiscally responsible way. I also do not love our renovate 
option. The pickup and drop-off issue has not been addressed at all. I also do not 
believe there has been an auditorium or common space that would 



accommodate a whole school assembly where parents would be welcome. I 
understand that the mechanics of the school must be addressed. I believe the 
environment in which our children are being educated is equally pressing. We do 
not want to get so caught up in honoring and respecting the past that we miss the 
present and future opportunities. I am so appreciative to the school board, 
superintendent, and Barrington staff for all the time and thought that has gone 
into this process. I believe at the end we will find solutions for all 9 of our 
buildings that make the district as whole more complete and supportive of future 
ready learners. 

 
• Preserving original entry way and stone facade of the building. 

 
• For the same price, I'd prefer a new building to a renovated space. It also 

improves the sunlight on play space, increasing the number of days in a year in 
which children are permitted outdoor play time (shaded blacktop leads to ice in 
the summer lasting many days after each snowfall). This is the only solution that 
addresses important, daily problems with the physical layout of the school: There 
is insufficient space for "stop, drop, and go," leaving traffic back ups, which, in 
turn, lead to dangerous conditions for those children who walk to school. I also 
prefer that the main play space faces into the community instead of out onto NW 
Blvd. I see no plan that allows for daily, unstructured, active play time regardless 
of weather. 

 
• Thank you to everyone involved for the incredible and dedicated amount of work. 

The last round of renovation didn't involve enough teacher input, which resulted 
in a few "small details" being overlooked. Please, please ask the teachers in the 
rooms what they actually need before committing to construction specifics. 
(Example: one of the Music rooms has no functioning sink and HVAC incorrectly 
installed; the other one has very low ceilings for the activities which are typical in 
that room. Both of those could have been very easily fixed.) 

 
• This is really hard for me. I LOVE the aspect of renovating and keeping some of 

the original building. But this also means that hallways wouldn't be wider, ceilings 
wouldn't be raised, rooms could be odd sizes bc of load bearing walls, etc. A 
brand new facility has appeal, but for me ONLY if elements from the original 
structure could be utilized. Is there some way to salvage the original front 
entrance? And Mrs. Amling's classroom? So much history there, it saddens me 
to see it go. While the building is out of date, it's not some cookie cutter structure 
that looks like ANY other elementary building. Much like UA isn't some cookie 
cutter housing development. So I greatly struggle to decide, but ultimately rebuild 
ONLY if we can bring in elements from the original structure. Because 3 stories 
to renovate seems terribly tall. 

 
• I am disappointed that these are our only options. I feel that another option 

between renovate and build new should be considered. The historical stone 
building is worth keeping but the rest of the existing structure has no real 
architectural value and limits the new learning environment. The new build 
drawings allow for a innovative and creative use of space and rethinking of how 
students and educators will use that space but the close proximity to Northwest 



Blvd. and the removal of the historic building would be a shame. Having all the 
playing fields together makes sense though. 

 
• I think that moving the face of Barrington to Northwest Boulevard there will be an 

additional layer of safety added to the complex by having the students 
playground removed from the busy street/bus line. 

 
• I prefer renovate option A 

 
• Barrington Elementary school as a land mark in our community and should 

maintain the current facility. Any additions need to blend with the original building 
with use of similar materials. To destroy the current school would be a loss to our 
community. 

	  
 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
 

• I would like to see the Renovate Option A brought back to the table to see what 
response it gets. Every single person I've talked to would prefer Option A over 
Option B. 

 
• Thanks for the opportunity to participate in the process 

 
• This process has been frustrating. As members of this building team have given 

feedback, it's unclear if any of it has been actually considered. There's been no 
process by which we've received responses to each comment. I've given the 
same comments every single time with no response. Is it impractical? Does 
someone think that daily active play is not important for a child's development 
and learning? It leaves me questioning how transparent a process this has 
actually been. 

 
• I've been happy to be a part of these meetings. I hope others join up. It has been 

very informative. 
 

• This has been a very thorough process and the opportunities to have public input 
have been many and easy. 

 


